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Board discusses meeting with McHenry County officials 
 
At the Board of Education’s June 12 meeting, Board President Carl Gilmore discussed a June 6 meeting 
held at the request of McHenry County Board Chairman Jack Franks at the McHenry County 
Administration Building to discuss property taxes. 
 
Gilmore, Superintendent Mike Moan and Kevin Lyons, District 200 director of communications, attended 
the meeting along with representatives of nine McHenry County School Districts and McHenry County 
government staff. 
 
“It was well attended; it was well received and a worthwhile discussion,” Gilmore told fellow Board of 
Education members. 
 
The meeting followed a fall 2017 referendum question asking McHenry County voters whether they 
believe local taxing bodies should reduce their tax levy by 10 percent. School Districts make up the largest 
portion of a property tax bill. 
  
While conscious of the advisory referendum, Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 officials have 
been demonstrating fiscal responsibility by reducing the district’s tax levy 4 percent and by more than $2.4 
million over the past four years. 
  
In fact, the owner of a $200,000 home with proportionate equalized assessed valuation is receiving a $420 
reduction in the District 200 portion of their tax bill from 2015 to 2018. 
  
“While we’re always willing to examine these issues, our Board of Education and administration do have 
taxpayers in mind. Taxpayers are at the forefront of our decisions about the present and the future for our 
students and community at large,” Moan said. 
  
For three consecutive years, District 200 has lowered its property tax levy, including by about $1 million 
this past December. Over those three years, the District’s tax rate has dropped by more than 14 percent. 
  
Balanced with educational needs, staff reductions are made according to enrollment projections. 
The Board of Education ended a lease for administration offices in 2017 and sold the 
administration building this spring for a combined annual savings to taxpayers of $132,000 per 
year plus the one-time proceeds from the building sale. 
 
As a longtime state legislator, Chairman Franks is aware that school district budgets are dependent on a 
much larger percentage of property tax dollars than other local units of government because of the Illinois 
school funding formula. 
  
Local school districts did not determine how schools are funded nor do they have the ability to leverage or 
manipulate other revenue streams such as sales taxes, court fees, and water or sewer rates among 
others. In District 200’s case, nearly 70 percent of its budget revenue comes from property taxes. The bulk 
of the remaining funding comes from the State of Illinois per its determination and to a lesser extent from 
the federal government. 
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By comparison, local property taxes represent about 38 percent of the McHenry County Government 
budget revenue. One of the reasons residents pay less in property taxes to other local government units is 
because those municipalities are less reliant on them. 
  
While not all school financial scenarios are identical, the largest education expense is common among all 
Illinois school districts. In District 200’s case, about 76 percent of expenses go to employees for salaries 
and benefits — the vast majority for teachers. 
 
While voters were simply asked whether they’d prefer a tax cut, any serious discussion of an immediate 
10-percent sustainable reduction to the tax levy, again which District 200 has gradually reduced 4 percent 
over the past three years, is difficult to have without talking about a significant slash in teaching positions. 
  
An across-the-board 10 percent cut in one year would be a $5.6 million reduction, which would represent 
the elimination of 85 teaches. 
  
The results would be drastically increased class sizes, which would impact the quality of education. Class 
sizes in District 200 currently line up closely with average class sizes across Illinois as well as does the 
ratio of administrators and certified staff to students. 
  
Other pieces to an immediate 10 percent cut could include eliminating school programs not mandated by 
the State of Illinois, but programs that many community members consider vital. Those are conversations 
that would have to take place at the community, and eventually local school board level. Voters would 
likely have more nuanced answers on these questions than on the advisory referendum question of 
whether they’d like to pay lower taxes. 
  
Conversations about government costs and services among taxpayers within any level of government 
should be encouraged. In District 200’s case, they take place frequently, and officials are always open to 
solutions that won’t jeopardize the quality education that students deserve. 
  
District officials will continue to look for cost savings and have demonstrated their ability to do so by 
decreasing the district’s overall tax rate from $8.22 to $7.05 per $100 of assessed value. 
 
Gilmore said the countywide discussion was useful so that all parties could get a better picture of the 
issues and the different perspectives surrounding them. He said no other meetings have been scheduled 
but said the Board is open to future discussions. 
 

 
Board approves buying 7 busses 
 
Administrators recommended that the Board authorize the purchase of seven used school busses to 
replenish the District’s aging fleet. The funds were accounted for in the 2018-2019 Transportation Fund 
budget according to the District’s bus replacement plan. 
 
“This really isn’t a luxury. This is just maintaining what we need,” Superintendent Mike Moan told the 
Board. 
 
Some of the busses are up to 18, 20 years old and become more expensive to maintain as they age. The 
replacement busses have low miles and are in excellent condition, Moan said. 
 
The Board approved the purchase of the busses from Central States Bus Sales, Inc. for $501,900. The 
busses were expected to be available in July. Five old busses will be scrapped for a total of $2,500, which 
will be used to offset the cost. 
 

 
 



 
Spring Art Show winners honored by Board 
 
The District 200 Spring 2018 Art Show was held from April 23 through May 8 at the Woodstock Public 
Library. Hundreds of pieces of original work created by students from all grades were included in the 
exhibit, which has become a popular draw for library visitors. 
 
From the total collection, the District 200 art teachers selected one piece from each school to receive an 
award. Each piece will be purchased from the artist for a nominal fee and permanently displayed in the 
artist's school. In addition, one piece was chosen by the Superintendent and will be displayed in the 
District 200 Administrative Services Center. The students' works were displayed at the June Board 
meeting and then sent to their schools. 
 

 
 
Congratulations to each of these talented artists and to their teachers. 
 

 Sam Bockmann - Clay Academy, Grade 11 
 Melany Cervantes - Creekside Middle School, Grade 7 
 Johanna Freeman - Northwood Middle School, Grade 7 
 Alexis Johnson - Mary Endres Elementary School, Grade 2 
 Jordan Lickfelt - Olson Elementary School, Grade 4 
 Sophia Mendoza - Westwood Elementary School, Grade 5 
 Paige Montanye - Prairiewood Elementary School, Grade 1 
 Nathan Ryan - Woodstock North High School, Grade 11 
 Madeline Scolio - Woodstock High School, Grade 11 
 Leticia Vital - Dean Street Elementary School, Grade 4 
 Emma Warner - Prairiewood Elementary School, Grade 4 (Superintendent's Award) 
 Caiden Young - Greenwood Elementary School, Grade 4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Board recognizes Conference Softball Player of the Year 
 

 
 
Woodstock North High School's Ellie Thurow was named this year's Kishwaukee River Conference 
Softball Player of the Year. 
 
Ellie, who will be a senior in the fall, finished the season with a record of 14-7, a school record for a 
pitcher. She also set school records with 251 strikeouts during the season, and a career high of 630; and a 
career record number of wins, with 30. 
 
She also holds the school record for ERA in a season with a 1.115 earned runs per game average; and 
her batting average of .410 made her the number two hitter on the team. In addition to her softball skills, 
Ellie has an outstanding academic record, ranking at the top of her class. 
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